














Retrofit tip for replacing halogens

If your house is full of low voltage halogen downlights in MR16 fittings
(i.e. 12 volt fittings), your options to reduce energy consumption are to:

¢ replace the globes themselves with a LED light (i.e. with an
MR16 base) - a good idea is to purchase one light to test, as
LEDs generally do not give off the equivalent amount of light
compared to a standard 50 watt halogen. Also, because LEDs
consume far less electricity, it may also be necessary to change
the transformer.

e replace the whole fitting (you’ll need an electrician to take out the
transformer) with a GU10 (i.e. 240 volt) fitting and either CFL
or LED globes.

e replace the current globes with a more efficient style of downlight
(normal 50 watt halogen downlights can be replaced with newer
35 or even 20 watt IRC* halogens). These lower wattage halogens
cost more than the standard 50 watt globe, but use between 30%
and 60% less electricity and produce a similar amount of light, or

* replace the entire halogen light and its fitting with a standard
recessed light fitting (with either Edison Screw or Bayonet Cap
‘normal’ sized lamps). These should ideally be CFL lamps.
Choosing CFLs will also enable you to choose special dimming
CFL lamps for these fittings. NB. This would normally involve
cutting your ceiling, as halogen light fittings are smaller than
‘normal’ sized recessed fittings. Funding through Alice Solar City
is available for undertaking either of these measures.

* IRC or infrared coated halogen downlights use less electricity to provide
the same amount of illumination as a higher wattage halogen.
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